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14. James 2:18-26 
But someone may well say, “You have faith, and I have works; show 
me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works. You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also 
believe, and shudder.…For just as the body without the spirit is dead, 
so also faith without works is dead” [James 2:18-19, 26]. 

(Additional study on James 2 is found in Chapter 9, Part 2: “Salvation     
Applied,” section II. F., p. 142, “Believe and Work to Earn Salvation.”) The 
key to understanding James 2 is that James defines faith as only 
intellectual faith in orthodox doctrine (e.g., v. 19).98 That type of faith does 
not save. Genuine faith results in some level of good works at some time. If 
a person never has good works, it reveals he has never placed trust in 
Christ rather than that he has lost salvation.  
It is virtually impossible to know how God would define a complete absence 
of good works; but James’ warning urges an examination as to whether one 
has actually trusted Christ or just has intellectual faith in certain true  
theological facts. If a Christian worker notices a pattern of unrepentant sin 
in another’s life, it may be proper to give him the gospel, assuming as a 
working hypothesis that such a person has not really trusted Christ.    
However, it would not be true to think the person has lost salvation. The 
situation in James would be that of one who has never been saved because 
his type of faith is only intellectual and not a personal trust in Christ as 
Savior. 

15. James 5:19-20 
My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns 
him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of 
his way will save   his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of 
sins [James 5:19-20]. 

The Greek word for soul (psyche) can refer to physical existence in this life. 
While most Bible students would take a phrase about a soul dying to mean 
spiritual death, the Bible often compares physical death to the loss of a 
soul. Sample references include the original language in Matt 2:20; Acts 
15:26 and 27:22. James 5:20 encourages turning back Christians from    
errors in doctrine and morals. Those who rescue straying believers can   
preserve a life from physical death. God’s chastisement can lead to removal 
from this world (1 Cor 11:30; 1 John 5:16). In addition, various sins       
naturally lead to physical death even without God directly causing death 
(immorality, suicide, alcoholism, crimes, etc). Proverbs constantly warns 
about the relationship between sin and physical death. (See Prov 2:18; 5:5; 

                                                           
98 Also, James seems to have a definition of justification that differs from Paul’s. Justification means “to declare righteous.” Paul 
writes of justification by God. Before God as Judge a person is justified by faith alone. However, James seems to refer to a 
declaration of righteousness by other people. How do others know whether a man or woman is saved? Other people declare a 
person righteous based on both faith and observable good works. Because of both faith and good works other people could 
declare that Abraham was righteous both in the sense of justified before God (saved) and righteous in living. Based on both faith 
and good works other people could call Abraham “the friend of God” (v. 23). 
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14:12; 21:16.) 
The context in James 5 includes the possibility that some sickness comes 
because of sin. Thus, confession of faults may be a factor in God restoring 
health (5:15b-16). James closes his book with an extension of these ideas. 
One who leads a believer to repentance may very well be prolonging his 
physical life. The issue in James 5 is a possible loss of physical life but not a 
loss of eternal life. 

16. 2 Pet 1:10-11 
Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His 
calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you 
will never stumble; for in this way the entrance into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly 
supplied to you [2 Pet 1:10-11]. 

Peter’s words are definitely addressed to Christians (v. 3). However, some 
Christians forget all the blessings that God has given. 2 Pet 1:9 is a picture 
of senility. In comparison to old age, one who has been saved for many years 
can grow near-sighted to Christian blessings and responsibilities and can 
forget the blessings of his initial conversion to Christ.  
In vv. 10-11, Peter warns against spiritual senility. Verse 10 uses a verb in 
the middle voice. It can be translated “make for yourselves your calling and 
election sure.” As an objective fact, a believer’s election is already certain. 
God will bring the believer to heaven. However, some Christians do not have 
the feeling of assurance over the security they possess. Diligence in the 
Christian life does not make a believer secure, but it can deepen inward   
assurance. One way to overcome nagging and needless doubts over 
salvation is to grow in the faith unto being like the Lord Jesus Christ in 
character. A life close to the Holy Spirit increases assurance of salvation 
(Rom 8:16; 1 John 5:7, 10-11). 2 Pet 1:10 urges believers to deepen their 
subjective assurance of salvation by diligence. By this a believer will not 
stumble into doubts or the practical dominion of sin. A believer will not 
stumble away from a life of fellowship with Christ. 
2 Pet 1:11 gives the blessing of such diligence. Peter is not offering an      
entrance into heaven by good works, but rather he tells of an abundant    
entrance. Some believers will be saved but have little reward (they minimally 
enter God’s Kingdom but will not enjoy an abundant entrance, 1 Cor 3:15). 
Others who follow Peter’s command will have an abundant entrance into 
God’s Kingdom. The alternatives in 2 Peter 1 are not salvation or the loss of 
salvation. The alternatives are assurance of salvation or doubts. They are 
mere arrival in heaven versus an abundant entrance. 

17. 2 Pet 2:20-22 
For if after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the 
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse 
for them than the first. For it would be better for them not to have 
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known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away 
from the holy commandment delivered to them. It has happened to 
them according to the true proverb, “A dog returns to its own vomit,” 
and, “A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire” [2 Pet 
2:20-22].  

Peter is definitely writing about unsaved people. The chapter begins with a 
reference to “false prophets” who “deny the Master” (v. 1). Other clues that 
these are unsaved occur throughout the entire argument. In v. 9 these are 
kept “for the Day of Judgment.” Verse 12 mentions “destruction” and v. 14 
says those under consideration are “accursed children.” The description of 
being “without water” (v. 17) reminds us of lacking the water of life (John 
4:14). The same verse says those under consideration have a reservation for 
black darkness (v. 17). Jude gives a parallel to Second Peter. In Jude 19 the 
false teachers are “devoid of the Spirit.” Obviously, Peter’s comment       
concerns unsaved people. He should be interpreted as discussing those who 
have never trusted in Christ (not believers who have lost salvation). These 
unsaved false prophets did experience a temporary escape from deep moral 
defilement through knowledge of the Lord Jesus. Knowledge here does not 
mean knowing Christ as Savior in the sense of trusting Him. They had    
factual knowledge about Christ and His teaching that led to moral 
improvement but not true regeneration through faith in Christ. Many 
unsaved people experience moral improvement by contact with Christian 
teaching. They know the Ten Commandments, the Golden Rule, the parable 
of the Good Samaritan, etc. Such knowledge alone is not saving faith but 
can improve morality.  
However, Peter observed that those who experience ethical improvement 
without saving faith end in a worse situation should they return to their old 
sinful habits.99 One who repudiates knowledge of God’s holy 
commandments without ever trusting in Christ is worse off in at least three 
respects. First, he will probably be harder to reach with the gospel in 
subsequent   encounters. A rejection of the gospel often causes hardening to 
future invitations to trust in Jesus. Second, those who repudiate the ethical 
standards of Christianity often swing their moral pendulum to even worse 
defilement than before contact with Christian standards. A rejection of the 
gospel along with a rejection of commandments for holiness can lead to 
deeper rebellion and wickedness. Finally, those who reject Christ against 
great knowledge of the truth will receive greater eternal punishment. The 
Lord seems to teach this in Matt 10:15; 11:20-24; Luke 10:12, 14; and Luke 
12:47-48. Those who turn away in unbelief and sin despite much exposure 
to God’s truth will experience worse eternal punishment than those lacking 
such opportunities. 

18. 1 John 5:16 
If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he 

                                                           
99 The same truth can be drawn by application from the Lord’s teaching in Matt 12:43-45. 
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shall ask and God will for him give life to those who commit sin not 
leading to death. There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that he 
should make request for this [1 John 5:16]. 

The subject in 1 John 5:16 is prayer for a brother in serious sin.  
Only God knows the nature or degree of sin that might lead to a Christian’s 
removal from this life, but God will sometimes take sinful Christians home. 
John’s words might be better understood without the article a: “There is sin 
(i.e., unspecified sin) leading to death.” 
Sometimes God chastens a believer with swift physical death (as in Acts 5:1-
11). The phrase “I do not say that he should make request for this” (i.e., this 
situation, swift death) is not a prohibition against prayer. Rather it is a   
special exemption from the command to pray for sinning brethren. One 
could paraphrase, “I do not mean you are responsible and accountable to 
pray for brethren who sin in secret and then die suddenly, but you are     
accountable to pray for (living) brethren in known and serious sin.” 
The death of a friend can bring irrational feelings of false guilt. John does 
not want anyone to suffer false guilt when a believer dies suddenly, 
apparently through God’s chastisement because hidden sins are revealed 
after the brother’s death. Sensitive souls might think a friend’s death has 
something to do with their failure to pray even if they had no knowledge of 
involvement in serious sin. In situations of the unexpected death of a 
believer in secret sin, John wants his readers to know God would never hold 
them responsible to pray for a brother when they did not even know about 
his sins. They should consider themselves exempt from the command in 1 
John 5:16, to pray for brethren in sin. 
In most cases a believer in serious sin does not die suddenly. Other 
Christians have time to show concern and to pray for their brother’s 
repentance. Though the believer still lives, he literally risks his life by 
continuance in sin. (1 Cor 11:30; James 5:19-20). Perhaps God’s patience 
will end. Other times sin leads to a premature death through a slow 
wasteful process (Prov 10:27, 11:19, 13:14, 19:16, 21:16). In situations 
where an erring brother does not experience sudden death, other Christians 
aware of the evil are under John’s command to pray. Obviously, in these 
cases it is not too late for repentance though stubborn sin does endanger 
life. Since John’s subject is the risk of losing physical life, 1 John 5:16 
cannot be used as a warning over the loss of spiritual salvation. 

19. Rev 3:1-6 – The Book of Life In Rev 3:1-6, the Lord Jesus addresses the 
church at Sardis. Many in this church are dead (v. 2, unsaved). Other     
aspects to church life are about to die (e.g., remnants of true doctrine and 
ethics). A few are saved, clothed in Christ’s righteousness (v. 4). In Rev 3:5 
the Lord Jesus promises that overcomers will not be erased from the book of 
life. The same author, the Apostle John in 1 John 5:4 defines overcoming as 
possessing faith in Christ (note the past tense). Therefore, Rev 3:5 is 
promising those who have faith will not be blotted from the book of life. 
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“He who overcomes shall thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not 
erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My 
Father, and before His angels” [Rev 3:5]. 
A verse which promises that believers will not be blotted out of the book of 
life does not make a good proof text that believers can lose eternal life. 
The Old Testament contains additional references to a name being blotted 
out of the book of life. Moses asks that his name be blotted from the book of 
life in Ex. 32:32. The Psalmist prays that his persecutors be blotted out of 
the book of life in Psa 69:28. One interpretation is that the Old Testament 
may be referring to a book of physical life. The Bible speaks of God’s books 
in the plural (Dan. 7:10; Rev 20:12). The Lamb’s book of life is definitely a 
book of eternal life. However, it is possible that the book of life in the Old 
Testament is a book of physical life. If so, Moses is asking to die. The 
Psalmist is asking for death for those who persecute the Messiah. (Psalm 69 
is definitely Messianic). 
A second approach maintains that the book of life in the Old Testament is a 
book of eternal life not physical life. However, Moses’ request in Exodus 32 
is viewed as an impossible demand. God obviously declined Moses’ rash and 
impossible request. Moses’ words would be similar to Paul’s thoughts in 
Rom 9:1-3. If it were possible, Paul would trade his own salvation for Israel’s 
salvation. Psa 69:28 can also be viewed as concerning a book of eternal life. 
Suppose every soul is originally recorded in the book of life as having a    
potential for salvation. However, at death God blots out the names of 
unbelievers but keeps His promise not to blot out the names of those with 
faith. If the book of life begins with everyone’s name included, then Psa 
69:28 could be a request that those who directly killed the Messiah be 
eternally condemned. (See Psa 69:21.) These may have been hardened so 
that they had no further hope of ever believing. Thus, when they died 
without Christ, their names would be blotted from the book of life.  
There are many references in the Bible to God’s books (Ex. 32:32-33; Psa 
56:8; 69:28; Dan. 7:10; 12:1; Mal. 3:16; Luke 10:20; Php 4:3; Heb 12:23; 
Rev 3:5; 13:8; 20:12-15). The author believes it is best to conceive of many 
kinds of records and to take each passage in its own context without trying 
to see them as referring to a single book. It ought to be apparent that 
references about names being blotted from God’s books need pose no 
problem for Eternal Security. They either refer to loss of physical life or to 
an unbeliever at death being erased from all potential for eternal life. 
Regardless, believers are not blotted out of the Lamb’s Book of eternal life. 
 

C. Conclusion on Eternal Security  
This study has been an honest effort to address common objections to the 
doctrine of eternal security of the believer. Support for eternal security rests on 
the most basic and clear teachings of the Bible (justification by faith, 
predestination, sealing of the Spirit, etc.). Objections to the believer’s security 
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are based upon verses that can readily be interpreted in ways compatible with 
the security of believers. The doctrine of Eternal Security enables a servant of 
God to teach and counsel others with truth and without fear. Assurance of 
salvation is foundational to an accurate view of God and self. Only from the 
basis of the  believer’s security can we experience God’s full blessing in the 
Christian life.  
 
VIII. Conclusions on Soteriology  
The Holy Trinity has provided and applied “so great salvation” (Heb 2:3). As the 
angels study the Church, they learn about the depths of God’s wisdom and 
praise Him for it (Eph 3:10). On the cross the Lord Jesus Christ paid the      
redemption price for sin, propitiated God’s wrath, and made a means of full 
reconciliation of man to God. This salvation is applied to individuals by grace 
through faith alone in Christ alone. Believers are blessed beyond imagination 
with realities such as being clothed in Christ’s righteousness (justification by 
faith) and eternal security. After salvation there are opportunities of Christian 
life and service many of which come from the Holy Spirit. 
 


